Resolution #08-04-03
Injury Control Research Center
Whereas, the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB), a tribal organization under P.L. 93-638 that represents forty-three Federally-recognized Indian tribes in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington, and 

Whereas, the primary goal of the NPAIHB is to improve the health and quality of life of its member tribes, and

Whereas, in furtherance of this goal in 1997, NPAIHB established the Northwest Tribal Epidemiology Center (EpiCenter) in an effort to improve the quality of American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) epidemiology data; and

Whereas, the EpiCenter has gained national recognition for developing and implementing many useful and innovative projects to improve the health and quality of life of Northwest tribes and has served as a national model for other Indian Health Service (IHS) areas to emulate in establishing their EpiCenter programs; and

Whereas, injuries are the leading cause of death for American Indians and Alaska Natives (AI/AN) from ages 1-44 years and the third leading cause of death overall and unintentional injury mortality rates for Indian people are approximately three times higher than the combined all-U.S. races rate
; and 
WHEREAS, there is a tremendous need to develop injury prevention programs that work with Tribes and other partners to reduce the disproportionate impact of injuries on reservations by assisting Tribes to develop capacity to address injuries by increasing the understanding about the injury problem, data collection, sharing effective strategies, and assisting communities in implementing prevention programs; and 
Whereas, the National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (NCIPC/CDC) has invited proposals to create injury centers to conduct injury prevention and control research; and 

Whereas, the priority health survey administered to the NPAIHB delegates determined that injury prevention in tribal communities is a priority concern; and 

Whereas, this opportunity will provide the NPAIHB with funding for large and small injury prevention research projects, as well as mini grants for tribes to administer small projects in their communities; and

Whereas, the goals of this initiative are consistent with the goals and objectives of both the NPAIHB and the EpiCenter; and

Whereas, a successful proposal for this CDC funding initiative would provide an opportunity for Northwest Tribes to establish an Injury Prevention Center housed at the NPAIHB.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the NPAIHB endorses and supports an effort by staff of the EpiCenter, under the guidance of the Executive Director, to submit a grant application to fund an Injury Prevention Center for Northwest Tribes. 
� Indian Health Service Trends 2001, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.ihs.gov" �www.ihs.gov�. 





